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THE PRES 

Pg. 4 

Pg. 3 

Pg. 2 

Pg. 8 & 9 

 

Pg. 5 & 6 

Pg. 7 

Greetings in the Name of the LORD Jesus Christ, 

 

   I am sitting here in the coffee shop with my husband and daughter.  

We have been chatting and enjoying our coffee. Glancing out the 

window beyond Bob’s shoulder the snow is falling lightly, and its 

beauty awes me.  Although there are many people laughing and talking 

around us, for a brief second all is quiet as I am lost in reverie of the 

many afternoons we have spent together as a family. Silently I thank 

God for each of them. 

 

    Victoria rises with the message that she will be gone for awhile and 

return soon.   Bob and I resume our work; studying, researching, and 

writing for our respective congregations.  Although we are together, we 

are silent. There is comfort in this silence.  Time has taught us that we 

do not always need to fill the space between us with words … a glance, 

a touch, an upraised eyebrow speak multitudes. 

 

   And that is the way it is in conversations with God.  During our 

prayer time with the LORD it is not necessary to fill every moment with 

words and sound.  The Psalmist declares: “Be still before the LORD and 

wait patiently for him…” (Psalm 37:7).  We must develop an easy 

relationship with God, so we will have the capacity to sit in comfortable 

silence as we await God’s word.  Just as with any relationship, becoming 

comfortable with God is a journey that requires spending time together, 

patience and determination. 

 

Blessings on your journey, 

Pastor Shawn 
 

 

 

 

 

Pg. 11 

 

Pg. 10 
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Sunday, April 7th:  

9:30 am Worship Service, Sunday 

  School & Holy Communion 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

 
 

Sunday, April 14th: 

9:30 am Worship Service and Sunday 

  School.   

10:30 am Coffee Hour 
 

Sunday, April 21st: 

9:30 am Worship Service  and  

  Sunday School.   

10:30 am Coffee Hour 
 

Sunday, April 28th: 

9:30 am Worship Service  

  and Sunday School.  

Friendship Callers 

April 16th 9:30 a.m. 
The Friendship Callers will meet on Tuesday, 

April 16th to go visit our shut-ins.  All are 

welcome.  We meet in the Yellow Room at 

9:30 a.m.  Any questions please call Joan 

Smith at 635-3687. 

May PRES:   
All articles and information for 
the May PRES must be given to 
Wendy by April 22nd.  Articles 
may  be emailed to the church 

email address: secretary@pvpresby.org. 

Chicken BBQ planning is in full-swing! 

Mark the date, please!  Saturday June 1st 

Look for upcoming details and requests for 

help in the May bulletins & May Pres! 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
EVERY THURSDAY 

At 10 a.m. 
At Panera Bread, On Route 44 
Across the street from Adam’s. 

 

SPRING CLEAN UP 

April 13th 

9:00 -12:00 

noon 

 Bring your clean-

ing supplies! 

Many hands make 

for light work! 
 

RAIN-DATE: April 27th 

APRIL 9th 

MEAL FOR THE 

HOMELESS SHELTER 
 

We will be preparing a meal to take to the 

homeless shelter on April 9th. Items needed 

for the meal are 9 cups cooked and diced 

chicken, 9 boxes of penne pasta, 6 cans of 

chicken broth, and 6 cans of cream of chicken 

and 6 cans cream of mushroom soup.  We 

also would like 15 dozen cookies and are in 

need of 2 people willing to deliver the food. 

Please sign up during coffee hour. 

PW Meeting 

April 9th @ 5pm  

in the Yellow Room 
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April Birthdays 
Evan Albrecht, Aly Belton, 

Terry Fleming, Barbara Huneke,  

Melissa Lasher, William Mark III, 

Susan Morey, Irena Morse,  

Beth Murphy, Christopher Palestro, 

Jeffrey Palestro, Ashley Quigley, 

Tyler Quigley, John Thurston,  

Helen Traver, Jim Tyger,  

Dick Walker, & Angelika Wenzel 

 
 

April Anniversaries 

Jerry & Alta Conklin 
Jim & Mary Albrecht 

 
 

1. Pastor Shawn reported on members who 
are sick. She asked Jerry Conklin to read 
the tribute to Tom Aikman that he and 
Alta had written, compiling memories of 
Tom provided by members of the 
congregation. This tribute will be read at 
the April 9 Presbytery meeting and 
recorded in the Presbytery minutes. It was 
decided to print this tribute in our Pres 
and include it in the official book of 
Session minutes. 

 
2. Stewardship/Church Growth Committee 

Chairperson Jerry Conklin reported that he 
will share the study of “Fastest Growing 
Presbyterian Churches” with his 
committee.  

 
3. Christian Education Committee 

Chairperson Debi Tyger reported that the 
children will take part in the Palm Sunday 
worship service by processing with palms; 
the Junior Choir and Senior Choir will be 
singing the anthem. After worship the 
children will have their egg hunt. 
Children’s Day will be June 9. 

 
4. Worship Committee Chairperson Judy 

Brandow assigned elders to assist with 
Communion for April, May, and June. 

 
5. Steve Albrecht will be the liaison to the 

Deacons. 
 
6. The hours of the May Fest will be as 

follows: Friday, May 10, 4:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
and Saturday, May 11, 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. 

Presbyterian Women 

 
2013 Birthday Offering 

“BUILDING UP OUR NEIGHBOR” 
  

 

This year’s recipient is Westminster 

Neighborhood Ministries of Indianapolis, 

Indiana.  

 

This vital ministry serves the community in 

Near Eastside, Indianapolis where close to 

34% of the area families’ incomes fall below 

the poverty level. Please consider a 

contribution to this ministry that will enable the 

expansion of their early childhood programs 

and services as well as adult education and 

financial counseling. Watch your April bulletin 

for details. Contributions will be collected 

through Mother’s Day.  

 Evie Franks, PW Missions 
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Prayers for Lynn & Budd Winters (Donna 

Sheak’s sister & brother-in-law).  Budd is in 

Albany Medical Center suffering from a stroke. 

Prayers for Andrew Carroll (Barbara Huneke’s 

grandson) who is being deployed to 

Afghanistan next week. 

Prayers for Charlie Haight who is recovering at 
home. 

Prayers for Alan (nephew of Charlie Haight) who 
is struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Renee (Roxanne Wolf’s Nephew’s 

wife) who delivered healthy twins but is 

struggling with high blood pressure and has an 

inoperable brain tumor. 

Prayers for Donna Ponessa (friend of Phyllis 
Menzenski), a paralympian who has suffered 

medical setbacks and is in Helen Hayes 

Rehab Hospital. 

Prayers for Jack & Janet Lashway. Jack & Janet 

are both recovering at home. 

Prayers for Roger (Jean Albrecht’s brother) who 

has been placed on dialysis. 

Prayers for Heather (Pastor Shawn’s daughter) 

who is struggling with MS. 

Prayers for Lee Ann, Jim, Colin & Madeline 

Eckhardt. Jim is recovering from a traumatic 

brain injury. 

Prayers for Tom Albrecht who is stationed in 

Kyrgyzstan for 2 more months. 

Prayers for Laura Rouse, Dort Traver, & Harriet 

Purhamus who are at Lutheran Care. 

Prayers for Butch Hollingsworth. 

Prayers for Ian Adams & family (friends of the 

Albrecht Family.) 

Prayers for Dennis (Friend of Barbara 

Komondorea), Hugo Dachenhausen (Dawne 

Fay’s Uncle), Theresa Forgione (a friend of 

Pastor Shawn’s),  Corey Lattrell (Barbara 

Huneke’s great-grandson), Rick Fay, Sally 

Lashway, Edith Provencher (Donna Sheak’s 

mother), Peter MacWilliams (Donna Mears 

brother), Walter Knapp (Traci Haight’s 

grandfather), Alan Arnfield (Evelyn Frank’s 

father), Bert (Karen Haight’s Uncle), Eiluned 

Aikman, Sue Morey, John & Jane Barden, 

Carl Freiberg, Carla  (a friend of Pat Zerbe), 

Jesse (Karen Haight’s niece), Wylee Marie 

Spera (granddaughter of Frank & Cindy 

Spera), & Nan Ritchie who are all struggling 
with health issues. 

Prayers for Andy (Hilde McQuillan’s cousin’s 

husband), Jennifer Kotas (former Sunday 

School student), Paul (friend of Hilde 

McQuillan), Bill Boyce (Tara Carney's uncle), 

Don Taylor, Janet Arms, Shirley Kinne 

(Steve’s sister), Jennifer (Karen’s Cousin), 

Anita Wolf (Roxanne Wolf’s mother), Iris 

Riccardi, Cassidy Way, June, Steve, Matt, 

Pattie Thomas (Judy Brandow’s cousin), 

Trisha (Kathi Clark’s sister-in-law), Jean 

Armstrong, Gina Beckman, Cindy 

DeGarmo, Gary Guido, and Zachary 

Cookinham who are all battling cancer. 

Sympathy prayers for the family of Mike Wetzel 

(friend of Steve & Jean Albrecht) who died 

after a courageous battle with cancer. 

Sympathy prayers for the family of Edna 

Hommel (Caroline Dolfi’s mother) who died. 

Sympathy prayers for the family of Bill Ritchie 

who passed away on Sunday, March 24th. 
 

 

*To add names to the prayer list, submit a written request to 
the pastor, or call the Church Office.  Names will be on for a 

month, but a request may be renewed.  Please use this list in 
your daily prayers. 

 

 

 
 

THANK YOU 
From Terry Medley 

Master Sgt. 

US Airforce, NCOIC 

Wings of Hope Chapel 

 

Your box arrived safely at  

MANAS TC KYRGYZSTAN. 

The items were distributed to a local orphanage 

in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.  The need is great and 

you certainly touched the hearts of our staff & 

those who were recipients of  your generosity. 

Thank you for remembering those of us half-way 

across the world in harms way and far from 

loved ones.  God Bless America! 
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A Tribute to Reverend Tom Aikman 
 

The Reverend Dr. Tom G. Aikman was pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Pleasant Valley 
from 1972-1988.  He retired to his native 
Scotland in 1988 and became our Pastor 
Emeritus.  Sadly, Tom went home to his Lord 
and Savior in January of 2013. 
 

The following memories were shared by our 
parishioners: 

 

Tom Aikman was a learned man, whose 
sermons always captured our interest.  They 
were full of quotes and biblical references, 
inspiring us to think and search our hearts.  He 
spoke only as long as he felt it necessary to get 
his point across, often teetering precariously at 
the edge of the top step with only a book or 
bible in hand.  His vocal inflections could be 
gentle or fiery, as the need arose.  
 

Tom’s children’s sermons were tailored to their 
young age.  His most memorable talk was the 
year he introduced Mr. Robin, who was 
heralding the arrival of spring and the new life 
of the Easter season.  Mr. Robin came back 
every spring thereafter, bringing his cheerful 
and hopeful message to our children. 
 

Tom cared for all members of his congregation.  
Though he had no children of his own, he was 
very fond of our youngsters.  For many years 
after his retirement, we could see the marks on 
his office doorway where he measured the 
heights of several of the boys, checking their 
growth on a weekly basis.  He never seemed to 
mind that they were interrupting his writing or 
studying.  He made himself available to our 
youth group as well, accompanying them to 
various other houses of worship.  He was 
discouraged from doing too much of the 
driving, however; as one member put it, after 
visiting Tom in Scotland, “Driving with Tom 
was a white-knuckling experience.” 

 
Tom was always mindful of the needs of his 
congregation.  When he suspected that one of 
our families might be having trouble with their 
child’s college costs, he suggested that their 
yearly pledge to the church could be cut back.  
They decided against such a move, but were 
always thankful for his consideration. 
 
Tom had the courage to confront local cult 
leaders when they ensnared one of our 
members, and he vigorously attacked the new 
school policy which encouraged sports and 
music activities on Sunday mornings.  On the 
other hand, he was not judgmental when it 
came to church attendance.  One member 
shared the fact that her Dad, who did not 
attend church, was very fond of Tom; he 
appreciated a man like himself, who had love 
for all creatures and wasn’t afraid to 
“celebrate” with him on special occasions. 
 
Tom grew up on a farm in Scotland and never 
lost his interest in agriculture.  He was always 
willing to help out in the field or in the hay 
mow.  During one of our annual choir picnics, 
Tom noticed a new-born calf in the field.  With 
no regard to this Sunday clothes, he carried the 
75 pound calf to the safety of the barn, some 
two hundred yards away. 
 
During Tom’s tenure with us he performed 
many marriage ceremonies.  During his pre-
nuptial talks and again during each ceremony, 
he stressed four important facts: 

1. Neither of you is perfect, so you must 
look at each other with forgiving eyes. 

2. Be faithful to each other, in word and 
deed. 

3. Keep your individuality, even as you 
are joined together as man and wife. 

4. Help your marriage to thrive through 
your continued involvement with 
church.  All things are easier with God 
in your life. 
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Mother Daughter Dinner 
Friday, May 3rd at 6 pm  

 

We will be having our annual mother/daughter dinner on Friday, May 3rd. Remember, we 
are all daughters, so you have no excuse for not coming, the more the merrier.  The cost is 
$7 for adults and $4 for ages 6 – 12 and free for age 5 and under.  Chicken is on the menu, 
cooked and served by the men.  This year Samantha & Layla Kirchhoff will speak to us 
about their mission trip.  To make reservations, please call Linda Morey (226-6402).  

Tom’s favorable views on marriage were 
undoubtedly fostered by his 50-year marriage 
to his loving wife, Eiluned. 
 

Another favorite ministerial duty was 
performing baptisms.  In 1982 he baptized his 
first set of twins, an exciting experience for 
him; all parties behaved admirably.  In 1988, 
just before he retired, he baptized the babies 
from five different families during the same 
service.  That was a memorable day. 
 

Tom was interested in community involvement 
as well.  He was the long-time chaplain of the 
local fire company, and he was much sought 
after as a speaker at various group meetings.  
He was a virtual encyclopedia of information on 
Scottish history, an admirer of the Royal Family 
(most of them) and an expert on his beloved 
Robert Burns. 
 

After all his years in America, Tom never lost 
his Scottish accent.  The Psalms became the 
Sams, and Palm Sunday was Pam Sunday.  
There was one hymn in which the word “palm” 
was rhymed with “lamb”.  Many members of 
the congregation smiled to think that our 
minister must have been responsible for the 
rhyme scheme. 
 

It was a sad day for everyone when Tom and 
Eiluned boarded their plane and flew back to 
Scotland.  Memories of them both are still vivid 
and frequent.  Our congregation was truly 
blessed. 

Tribute to Tom Aikman Cont. 

Adams’ Cards 
   As you start to “think spring” please 

plan to purchase an Adams Gift Card 

from Helen Traver on Sunday mornings 

or from Wendy at the church office on 

Tuesday mornings.  The cards are 

available in $25, $50 and $100 

denominations and can be used in any 

department of any Adams Fairacre 

Farms store. 

   The church buys cards in bulk at 

which time Adams gives us an extra 10% 

more cards.  When they are all sold we 

have made money for our church 

programs.  As your gift and purchase 

gets you full value of the card, the 

purchase price is not tax deductible but 

the more we use them, the more funds 

we have available for our church use!  So 

far we have made about $700 for our 

church in 2013. 

   Many thanks to the faithful shoppers 

who consistently purchase cards and 

make this program successful.  This 

program may be the brightest spot in our 

economy’s rising prices. 

   Fresh fruits and vegetables, meats, 

plants, garden supplies, gifts - happy 

shopping! 
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By Melissa Palestro, CE Coordinator 

PVChristianEd@gmail.com 

 

Thank you! 

 

Thank you to all the 

families and friends who came to Family 

Fun Night. Everyone had a blast. Thank you 

to everyone who brought yummy treats or a 

game to share. I hope to schedule another 

game night soon! 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the 

Easter Egg Hunt. A special thank you to the 

families who purchased candy and filled all 

those eggs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School!! 

VBS Registration is now open to church 

families. Come join us for Kingdom Rock, 

Where Kids Stand Strong for God! VBS 

2013 is July 8 – 12 from 9 to noon each day. 

Our closing program will be Friday, July 12 

at 7pm. VBS is open to children aged 4-12. 

Students entering 8th grade and up who 

would like to be helpers should sign up in 

t h e  C E  o f f i c e  o r  e m a i l 

PVChristianEd@gmail.com. 

June Plass Sherow Memorial 

 Scholarship Fund 

 

 Each year, the Christian Education com-

mittee invites church members who are 

pursuing post-high school education to ap-

ply to the June Plass Sherow Memorial 

Scholarship Fund.  This fund provides fi-

nancial aid for the purpose of higher edu-

cation.  Interested people must meet the 

following requirements: 

 Be actively involved in the life of the 

church through Church School and 

Worship. 

 A high school senior who is beginning 

accredited post-high school education 

(such as college or trade school). 

 OR an adult beginning accredited 

study for the first time after high 

school graduation. 
 

Application Deadline is May 1, 2013.  

Please return any applications to the 

church office, attention CE Committee. 

 

APPLICATION 

 

Name:        

Address:       

        

Phone:        

Year you joined the church:    

Please attach a brief description of your 

education plans. 
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Vacation Bible School Registration Form 

First Presbyterian Church of  Pleasant Valley 

July 8 - 12, 2013 

Ages 4—12 years old 

 
 

Child’s Name:               

Parent’s Name(s):             

Address:                

Age:     Grade:      Date of  Birth:      

T-Shirt Size:        Email Address:        

Phone Numbers: 

Home Phone #:              

Work #:       Cell#:        

Allergies/Medical Concerns:            

               

Emergency Contacts: 

1. Name/Relation:        Phone:      

2. Name/Relation:        Phone:      

 

List the names, phone number, & relationship of  the people who may pick this child 

up from VBS each day:            

              

              

               
 

Any other information that you feel the directors need to know about your 

child:              

               
 

Please return to the church office. 
 

God’s love helps us stand strong. 
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Attention High School Students! 

Are you starting to think about 

college? Do you have so many 

application materials it’s starting to 

overwhelm you? Stop by the CE office 

and pick up a College Application 

Plan-it Organizer. A little organization 

goes a long way! 
 

 

VBS Volunteers!  

We’re looking for VBS 

volunteers to help set-up, 

clean-up, and run our 2013 

Kingdom Rock VBS. Come 

sign up during coffee hour 

on April 21. If you’d like more information 

e m a i l  M e l i s s a  a t 

PVChristianEd@gmail.com.   We’ll be 

posting a wish list of supplies soon. Right 

now we know we need 8 oz bottles of 

water to help keep our VBS children and 

volunteers hydrated. If you’d like to 

donate some 8 oz bottles of water, drop 

them off in the CE office.  
 

 
I would like to thank all 
of those who wished 
me well for my 
birthday.  Hope you all 

had a good time at my surprise 
coffee hour party put on by my 
family!  Thanks again, Paul Keck 
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THE HISTORY CORNER 

By Joan Traver 

 
      

THIS EARTHEN VESSEL 

     The first edition of “This Earthen Vessel 

– A History of the Pleasant Valley 

Presbyterian Church 1765 – 1965” was 

written in 1965 to commemorate the 

church’s 200th anniversary.  Research of 

church records and other materials was 

done by Clifford Buck, lifelong church 

member and professional historian.  The 

text was written by Joan Traver.  A second 

edition is currently being written.  It will 

be a revision of the first and a continuation 

of the church’s story, spanning the next 50 

years. 

     What is an “Earthen Vessel?” In olden 

times it was a pottery jar that often held a 

precious commodity.  In arid lands that 

might have been water.  In the Cumran 

Caves it was the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

      Our church is like such a vessel.  It is 

the outer shell or façade that holds the 

inner treasure of the Gospel.  Although the 

Gospel remains the same, “We have this 

treasure in earthen vessels.”  It is easy to 

confuse the vessel with the treasure.  Our 

local church was born in pre-

Revolutionary, Colonial times and the 

vessel has gone through many changes.  

Buildings have been constructed, 

demolished, rebuilt and expanded.  

Membership has waxed, waned and 

diversified.  Attitudes and behaviors have 

changed enormously.  Divisions have 

always existed and will undoubtedly 

continue because the vessel, composed of 

both buildings and people, is imperfect but 

the treasure within, the Gospel message of 

redemption, remains the same.      

May Fest 
Friday, May 10,  
4:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 11,  
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Please note the change from last year’s hours, 
based on suggestions from the workers! This 
year we will be serving lunch on Saturday. So 
save the dates and come according to your 
schedule to shop, eat, and visit with friends. 
We will need donations and helpers for the 
following booths, listed with chairpersons: 

 
Attic: Jean Albrecht & Helen Traver 
Baked goods: Judy Brandow & Helen Traver 
Books, CDs, DVDs: Beth Murphy 
Children’s Toys, Games: Darcy Gordineer &  
Erika VanDeWater 
Plants: Deb Murray 
Kitchen: Missy Sauer 
Adams gift cards will be available from Attic 
cashiers. 
 
We will need donations of household and 
decorative items for the Attic, baked goods, 
books for all ages, CDs and DVDs, toys and 
games for children, and plants. All items 
should be clean and in good condition. Items 
may be brought to the church starting now, 
and placed on the stage (to the left and back 
of stage) in the Fellowship Hall. To order 
plants, call Deb Murray at 635-8887. The 
deadline for plant orders is Friday, April 26. 
 
 If you can help, or if you have 
questions, please call any of the chairpersons 
or call Marilyn Brands at 223-5717 or Missy 
Sauer at 635-1533. 
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Our Church Staff & Committee Chairs 
 

Pastor’s Study   Reverend Shawn Zanicky 635-3289 ext. 11 

Pastor’s Residence       723-4419 

Office, Secretary   Wendy Cady   635-3289 ext. 10 

     Fax Line   635-3382 

Bell Choir & Sr. Vocal Choir Jerry Conklin   635-8178  

Jr. Vocal & Bell Choir Directors Alta & Jerry Conklin  635-8178 

Organist    Alta Conklin   635-8178 

Clerk of Session   Marilyn Brands  223-5717 

Sexton    Keith Daley   635-3194 

Treasurer    Wayne Sauer  635-1533 

Mission Treasurer   David Brands  223-5717 

Coordinator Christian Ed.  Melissa Palestro  635-3289 ext. 12  

 

Committee    Chair 

Christian Education   Debi Tyger   677-4307 

Finance    Richard Walker  635-2906 

Personnel    Gary Murphy   868-7298 

Stewardship/Church Growth Jerry Conklin   635-8178 

Worship    Judy Brandow  635-2045  

Nominating     Edith Keck   635-8413 

Technology    Kenneth Brands  632-1714   

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 664, 1576 Main St. 

Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


